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°LANS saxo PROGRESS | 


A progress report on all aspects 
Chicago’s urban renewal program 
s presented by Mayor Richard J. 

Mey to the U. S. Housing and Home 
ance Agency in October. 

f Approval of the report, City of 
cago Workable Program for Com- 
ity Improvement, 1960, will con- 

jue the city’s eligibility for federal 
istance in renewal projects. This 

Chicago’s sixth annual submission 
h Workable Program. 

{ The department’s coordination 
ision prepared the document. Ir de- 
ibes public and private activities 
blight elimination and prevention. 
places particular emphasis upon 

@gress during the last year. 

i) John G. Duba, Mayor’s adminis- 

Hive officer and vice chairman of 

Committee on Urban Renewal, 
ked with the department in pre- 
ing the report. Other city depart- 
nts and renewal agencies also 
isted in compiling and reviewing 

dg) document. 

) ‘‘The City of Chicago is using its 

plic resources and powers to create 

fdern neighborhoods of the highest 
ndards,’’ Mayor Daley said in pre- 

mting the report to HHFA Regional 
inistrator John P. McCollum. 

“The effects of our programs of 
m clearance, low-rent public 
hsing, conservation, code enforce- 
at and capital improvements can be 
en throughout the city.’’ 


Some of the major urban renewal 
achievements during the past twelve 
months are: 

--The Chicago Land Clearance Com- 
mission entered into federal capital 
grant contracts for two additional pro- 
jects, totaling 115 acres. 

--CLCC sold or approved for sale 106 
more acres in its projects. 

--New construction began 
CLCC project areas. 

--The Chicago Housing Authority 
completed 1,095 low-rent apartments 
and began construction of an addi- 
tional 2,721 units. 

--CHA opened its first apartment 
building designed especially for 
elderly families. 

--The Community Conservation Board’s 
final project report for the Near West 
Side Urban Renewal Area received ten- 
tative approval from HHFA. 

The Workable Program report also 
cites new administrative accomplish- 
ments for over-all community improve- 


ment. ’ : 
The Department of City Planning 


began a program of developing area 
plans for communities where renewal 
projects are scheduled. This provides 
a method of coordinating public acti- 
vities in renewal areas. It also relates 
renewal programs to long-range plan- 
ning objectives. 
Chicago strengthened all phases 
of code enforcement during the past 
(continued on next page) 
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The seven elements of the Workable Program represent the com- 
munity’s major resources for eliminating and preventing blight. Annual 
recertification of the program by the Housing and Ho' ie Finance Agency 
continues the city’s 


FINANCING 


eligibility for federal urban renewal assistance 


STAFF WORK TO BEGIN 
ON 3—YEAR SURVEY OF 
LOCAL RENEWAL NEEDS 


Staff work involved in preparing 
a Community Renewal Program for 
Chicago will soon be under way. 

The federal Housing and Home 
Finance Agency announced its ap- 
proval of Chicago’s application in 
early October. The three-year, $1% 
million survey will encompass a 
study of renewal needs throughout 
the city. 

Chicago is the first city in the 
Midwest to obtain approval for such 
a program. It will be financed by $1 
million in federal funds, authorized 
under the 1959 housing act. Another 
$500,000 in local funds will be con- 
tributed by Chicago renewal agen- 
cies, 

The department prepared the 
program application. A sub-committee 
of Mayor Richard J. Daley’s Com- 
mittee on Urban Renewal is in charge 
of policy determination for the pro- 
gram. 

John G. Duba, Mayor’s adminis- 
trative officer, serves as chairman of 
the sub-committee. He has announced 
a four-phase program of staff work: 

1. Collecting information for iden- 
tifying the locations of blight. To 
begin in the first year. 


2. Determining types of treatment 
which are appropriate for various parts 
of the city. To begin in the second 
year. 

3. Estimating administrative, fi- 
nancial and relocation requirements of 
the proposed program, and relating 
local resources available. To begin at 
the end of the second year. 

4. Formulating long-range program 
elements, and developing methods of 
community participation. Continous. 

Commissioner of City Planning 
Ira J. Bach will be responsible for 
organization, supervision and adminis- 
tration of the program. He will appoint 
a special project director. 


Work on the Community Renewal 
Program will be closely related to pre- 
paration of the revised General Plan 
of Chicago, scheduled for completion 


by 1963. 


(continued from front page) 


year. ‘‘Task Force’’ inspections re- 
sulted in 651 new court cases in 1959 
These inspections are conducted by 
inter-departmental teams which in- 
vestigate all types of structural viola- 
tions. , 

‘“Of much greater significance is the 
fact that many times that number of 
structures were demolished by their 
owners without resort to the courts,’’ 
the report stated. 

Seven elements form the basis of 
local community improvement under 
the Workable Program. Chicago’s re- 
port describes other activities in 
each of these areas. 

CODES AND ORDINANCES. The 
City Council adopted a new set of 
regulations for school basement class- 
rooms in 1959. The council, city de- 
partments and citizens’ groups con- 
tinued to review and recommend im- 
provements in the Building Code. 

COMPREHENSIVE COMMUNITY 
PLAN. The Planning Department com- 
pleted several economic base and 
housing studies which are being used 
in revising the General Plan. Several 
Major zoning ordinance amendments 
were adopted by the City Council. Re- 
commended by the department, these 
changes will assist in keeping the 
ordinance up-to-date. 

NEIGHBORHOOD ANALYSES. 
The department has completed a city- 
wide housing quality survey. A sum- 
mary report is now being prepared. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZA- 
TION. The Conservation Board and 
the Department of Buildings have 


adopted more efficient methods of 
coordinating code enforcement in 
urban renewal areas. 

FINANCING. Chicago has in- 


creased budget appropriations for 
planning and code enforcement. Bond 
funds are available for the local share 
of renewal projects. 

HOUSING FOR DISPLACED 
FAMILIES. The report estimates that 
8,033 Chicago families will be dis- 
placed by governmental action be- 
tween July 1960 and July 1962. It also 
estimates that 15,300 new private 
units and 4,100 new public units will 
be constructed during this period. 

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION. 
Practically every community in Chi- 
cago has an improvement association. 
These groups and city-wide organiza- 
tions have continued to participate 
directly and indirectly in renewal ac- 
tivities. 

Major community improvement 
goals for the immediate future are 
listed in the report. Among them are 
accelerating renewal _ operations 
through the Mayor’s Committee on 
Urban Renewal and intensifying code 
enforcement. 


CITY, FEDERAL OFFICIALS REACH AGREEMENT 
ON ACCESS FACILITIES FOR COURTS BUILDING 


City and federal officials reached 
agreement on streets and pedestrian 
walkways to serve the proposed 
Federal Center, at an October 17 
meeting in the department’s confer- 
ence room. 

The first stage of the new center 
will be a 30-story, $48 million Courts 
Building on the half-block east of 
Dearborn between Adams and Jackson. 

Long-range plans of the federal 
General Services Administration also 
call for a high-rise office building, 
post office and plaza on the site of 
the present Federal Building, west of 
Dearborn. However, GSA has post- 
poned planning of this stage because 
of possible changes in space require- 
ments. 

Representatives at the meeting 
agreed on the following points; 

--The city will vacate Quincy 
Street in the half-block immediately 
east of Dearborn. On the half-block 
immediately west of State, Quincy 
will be developed into a cul-de-sac, 
or turn-around, to serve existing build- 
ings. 

~~-During construction of the Courts 
Building, the federal government will 
temporarily close the CTA pedestrian 
tunnel between Dearborn and State. 
They will rebuild it after completion. 
GSA will determine the cost of con- 
nections between the tunnel and the 
building. 

Before GSA adopts final plans for 
the buildings west of Dearborn it will 
give thorough consideration to eleva- 
ted pedestrian walkways. The design 
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A schematic diagram indicating the relationship of developments} 
First stage will be the Federal Courts Buildii 
Quincy Street will be vacated in the west half of the block betwe 
The east half will be used as a cul-de-sac. Loni 
range plans call for an office building, | 
block occupied by the present Federal Building, west of Dearborn. i 


the Federal Center. 


Dearborn and State. 


DEARBORN ST. 


of the Courts Building, with modifii 
tions, could later accommodate 
walkway. | 

GSA advertised for bids for | 
first phase of Courts Building c 
struction on October 20. 

Leonard L. Hunter, GSA ass; 
ant commissioner for design and c 
struction, announced that the cost of | 
initial contract will be about $} 
million. It will include demolition 
old buildings on the half-block 3 
construction of the foundation j 
three basements. | 


Chairman of the meeting was U! 
Congressman Sidney Yates. 
Planning Commissioner Ira | 
Bach discussed the city’s objecti: 
in the development of governm 
centers. 
‘We are satisfied that the fede 
government will give full consideratt 
to Central Area Plan proposals,’’ Ba 
said at the close of the meeting. | 
The plan called for separation) 
pedestrian and vehicular traffic thro 
above-or below-grade walkways. It ff 
posed plazas adjoining public bu 
ings, to provide needed downtown o 
space. | 
The city-county Civic Center ¥ 
contain walkways and a plaza. 17 
latest plan for the federal Can 
Building also calls for a plaza, opt 
ing onto the east side of the block. 
The east portion of Quincy Sex 
will be lined with landscaping. 4 
building's walls'ac sade len <i ian 
vide an attractive vista from S#j 
Street through the first floor. 
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‘ansportation Planning Has Been Important 
| Development of Chicago Metropolitan Area 


_ At the recent Metropolitan Area 
anning Conference, transportation 
is a vital issue of concern to the 
cal representatives who attended. 

_ Transportation is the lifestream 
the Chicago region. It has un- 
ubtedly been the most important 
agle factor in shaping the Chicago 
2a as we know it today. 

The city’s initial development 
is based upon its strategic location 
the link between the Great Lakes 
d Mississippi waterways. This 
ographical advantage attracted com- 
‘rcial shipping, manufacturing, rail- 
ads and later air transport lines. 

The 1909 Plan of Chicago was 
e of this nation’s first comprehen- 
ve plans for the development of 
It proposed a system 


oroughfares. 
highways to serve the entire metro- 
litan area. 

However, the plan’s emphasis 
's on design. It is probable that 
e highway routes were proposed 
ause they were symmetrical, not 
ause they would satisfy existing 
ffic demand. 

In its initial years, the Chicago 
an Commission devoted much of its 
ae to transportation developments. 
e Roosevelt Road viaduct, Michigan 
enue bridge, Wacker Drive and 
iter Drive bridge were among the 
jects it promoted. 

In 1943, the commission published 
2 proposed Expressway Development 
gram for Chicago. With necessary 
visions, this program has served as 
2 basis for the system now under 


When these expressways are com- 
ested, it will be possible to travel in 
ly direction from the center of Chi- 
go without interruption. Through 
iffic from the north, south, east and 
st will be able to by-pass the down- 
wn area at distances of approxi- 
itely one or twenty miles. 

Within the city itself, the pre- 
ential street system is an essen- 
il means of accommodating inter- 
mmunity traffic. 


Chicago’s planning and urban 
renewal programs are featured in 
the Home and Flower Show, open- 
ing November 19. This is the 
first exhibit in the new McCormick 
Place. 
Included are displays on the 
department’s activities and the 
Community Conservation Board’s 
Hyde Park-Kenwood Urban Re- 
~newal Project. 


Properly planned, redesigned pre- 
ferential streets can minimize traffic 
within the neighborhood, renew com- 
mercial areas and provide additional 
open space. 

Chicago is continuing to improve 
its public transportation facilities. 
Rapid transit is a particularly vital 
element in a city of Chicago’s size 
and complexity. 

The median strip rapid transit 
line in the Congress Expressway was 
the first of its kind in the nation. 
Similar lines will be provided in the 
South and Northwest rcutes. These 
extensions are part of a twenty-year, 
$315 million transit improvement plan 
recommended by the Chicago Transit 
Authority. 

These are Chicago’s current 
trans portation plans. The revised 
General Plan of Chicago, to be com- 
pleted in 1963, will recommend ap- 
propriate changes. 

In formulating transportation poli- 
cy for the General Plan, three basic 
questions must be answered; How 
shall facilities and travel be divided 
among highway, transit, and rail com- 
muter? Where shall facilities be loca- 
ted? How shall the cost be covered? 

To answer these questions, it is 
necessary to relate transportation to 
the total urban environment. We must 
think of moving people and goods, 
rather than any particular type of 
vehicle. 

Today, the automobile is the pre- 
valent means of passenger travel in 
this country. It has been the main 
causative factor in the rapid spatial 
growth of metropolitan areas. 

In my opinion, there is a point 
beyond which horizontal urban growth 
cannot and should not go. We know 
that by 1980 the population of the 
Chicago area will approach ten mil- 
lion. This increase cannot be ac- 
commodated entirely by using up more 
and more land at current rates. 

It may be necessary to increase 


densities in some built-up areas in- 
side and outside the central city. This 
was the philosophy behind the pro- 
posal for 50,000 new dwelling units 
in the Central Area Plan. 

Mass transit is necessary to serve 
high density areas, although many 
improvements are needed in existing 
systems. Certainly the more intensive 
application of American technological 
genius to metropolitan transportation 
problems could produce new, more 


convenient methods. 
It is essential to look at the 


entire picture in regional transpor- 
tation. No type of vehicle is an end 
in itself. 

IRA J. BACH 


REPRESENTATIVES MEET 
TO DISCUSS AREA ISSUES 


Transportation, open space, flood 
damage reduction and water supply 
were the key issues at the third annual 
Metropolitan Area Planning Conference, 
held recently in Chicago. 


Sponsor of the event was the North- 
eastern [Illinois Metropolitan Area 
Planning Commission, which serves the 
six-county Chicago region. Approxi- 
mately 300 representatives of communi- 
ties in the area attended. 

‘‘The Policy Issues in Metropoli- 
tan Transportation’’ was the subject 
of the luncheon speaker, Robert B. 
Mitchell. He is chairman of the Depart- 
ment of Land and City Planning, Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania. 

He emphasized the need for firm 
policy decisions by local officials on 
the basic questions facing regional 
transportation--types of carriers, loca- 
tions and financing methods. 

Paul Opperman, NIMAPC executive 
director, served as chairman of a panel 
discussion on metropolitan transporta- 
tion. The Department of City Planning, 
Chicago Area Transportation Study, 
Illinois Division of Highways, Chicago 
Transit Authority and Cook County 
Highway Department were represented 
on the panel. 

The consensus of the panel was 
that all types of carriers must be rela- 
ted in an integrated metropolitan 
transportation plan. 

In the panel on open space, George 
W. Wickstead, planning consultant, sug- 
gested encouraging the private develop- 
er to accept his moral responsibility for 
maintaining open land. 

‘*Planners should review existing 
developmental controls in order that 
these attempts at protection do not be- 
come restrictive and strait jacketing in 
their effects upon progressive planning 
efforts,’’ he said. 

Howard R. Olson, NIMAPC asso- 
ciate director, spoke on ‘‘How Much 
Water Are We Going to Need?’’ He 
predicted that the average daily use of 
water in the six-county area will in- 
crease by 65 per cent by the year 
2,000--from the current 1,300 million 
gallons to 2,146 million gallons. 


Paul N. Zimmerer, director of 
the department’s research division, 
has been elected one of seven 
directors of the Chicago chapter 
of the American Statistical As- 
sociation for 1960-1961. 

The association, with a 
membership of approxi- 
offers informational 
programs and other services for 
persons engaged in_ statistical 
research and analysis. 
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LL LID a 


PLAN COMMISSION APPROVES RECOMMENDATION 
FOR ALTERNATE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS SITE 


Effective downtown plans, 


A report recommending the Harri- 
son - Halsted area as an alternate 
site for the University of Illinois 
Chicago campus was adopted by the 
Chicago Plan Commission at its Octo- 
ber 6 meeting. 

The resolution specified that the 
railroad terminal area remains the 
most desirable location for the univer- 
sity. However, the commission en- 
dorsed the Harrison - Halsted site if 
the south-of-the-Loop area proves to be 


unobtainable. 
A special committee of the Plan 


Commission worked with the Depart- 
ment of City Planning in studying 
possible alternate sites. Planning 
Commissioner Ira J. Bach submitted 
the committee’s recommendation to 
the commission. 


In September 1958 the commission 
approved in principle the Develop- 
ment Plan for the Central Area of 
Chicago... It proposed the railroad 
site for the university. 


At the meeting, the commission 
also recommended an amendment to 
the zoning ordinance which would 
allow parking garages in the Central 
Commercial District only as a special 
use. This would provide a means of 
control over the locations of down- 
town parking structures, thus re- 
ducing traffic congestion. 


Following adjournment, commis- 
sion members participated in a bus 
tour of the near north and near west 
sides. They visited the sites of new 
residential and institutional projects. 


like Chicago's Central Area Plan, | 


are those -which 
close 


are prepared 


through cooperation be- | 
tween businessmen and city | 
officials. 


This was the consensus of a | 


panel on planning at the recent 
International Downtown Execu- 
tives Association 


held in Chicago. 


Members of the panel were 
Commissioner lie) =) 


convention, | 


Bach; | 


Richard Nelson, president, Real | 


Estate Research 


Frederick T. 


Corporation; | 
Aschman,_ con- | 


sultant; Phil A. Doyle, execu- | 


Land 


tive director, Chicago 


Clearance Commission; and D.E. | 
Mackelmann, commissioner, Com- 


munity Conservation Board. 


The Department of City Plan- | 
ning arranged and conducted a. 


tour of urban renewal areas and 
public improvement projects for 
the delegates. 


